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Ms. Magalie R. Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Conunission
445 12l!l Street, S.W., TWB204
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: MM Docket No. 99-238
9

Dear Ms. Salas:

Transmitted herewith, on behalf of Hearst-Argyle Stations, Inc., are an original and four
copies of the Reply ofHearst·Argyle Stations, Inc. to Supplemental Comments ofMt. Mansfield
Television, Inc. in the above-captioned doeket.

If any questions should arise during the course of your consideration of this matter, it is
respectfully requested that you conununieate with the undersiiOed.

Very truly yours,

MJP/slm
Enclosure

~o. of Copies rac'd OI-fl16tA8CDE
S5294.!
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Before the
Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

.Amendment of Section 73.606(b),
Table of Allotments,
TV Broadcast Stations.
(North Pole and Plattsburgh, NY)

Amendment of Section 73.622(b),
DTV Table ofAllotments,
DIV Broadcast Stations.
(North Pole and Plattsburgh, NY)

To: Chief, Allocations Branch
Policy & Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

FieCelVeD
JUN

~ 30 2000

~~
MM Docket No. 99-238
RM-9669

REPLY OF HEARST-ARGYLE STATIONS, INC.
TO SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENTS

OF MT. MANSFIELD TELEVISIONt INC.

Hearst-Argyle Stations, Inc. ("WPTZ") by its attorneys, hereby replies to the supplemental

comments ofMount Mansfield Television. Inc. C"WCAX") filed on June 7, 2000.

WCAX's pleading is, ofcourse. unauthorized by the roles and. as such, should be stricken.

Ifnot, proceedings would never come to an end.

On the merits, WCAX adds nothing ofsiiIrificance to this allotment proceeding. The issue

in this proceeding is not the location of WPTZ's DTV transmitter. 'The question is whether in the

year 2000 and beyond WPTZ can best serve the public interest with a community license of

Plattsburgh rather than North Pole which is, from a 307(b) standpoint, a non-entity.
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WPTZ's conunitment to serve residents of Lake Placid and Saranac Lake is clear and

unequivocal. Moreover, WPTZ has pledged to ensure the provision of service to Hamilton County

as well. A copy of \\''PTZ's response to a petition to deny WPTZ'$ DTV minor modification

application is attached hereto for the staff's convenience,

In this NTSC and DTV allotment proceeding it remains plain that, from a public interest

perspective, the city of Plattsburgh is in greater need of a television transmission service than is

North Pole which is nothing more than a "holiday novelty village."

Respectfully submitted,

Cou1lSel to Hearst-Argy e Stations, Inc.

BROOKS, PIERCE, McLENDON,
HUMPHREY & LEONARD, L.L.P.

First Union Capitol Center
Suite 1600 (27601)
Post Office Box 1800
Raleigh. North Carolina 27602
Telephone: (919) 839-0300
Facsimile: (919) 839-0304

June 29, 2000
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September 7,1999

TI:~I ••..-a.._
-~'l.C "".111"'_

Baooa.l'Draoa,~01'f• .KlJ'XJ'JIJIlI'Y~ LBO-.uIJ), LLP.
A.BO.........~ LA....

a+lam., NoanaC6aotoDlA.
MAlUHCI__ erl'a IIIDC'llCM
-Wl'lCC_'''' NTCI.cIO
1lAI.C1eM, ".c, nee. ~MT ......~T'L~
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Ms. MagaIie Roman Salas
SetretU'Y
federal COl'Dmumcauo%U CQmmission
445 12th StJcct, S.W., TWA32S
WasbinJtoA, DC 20004

ll~: MM Dodtet NtJ. 9f-l38
MM-9f69

Dear Ms. SIlu:

Transmitted hnwjth, on behalfofHeant-Ju1Yl~ Stations, (nc., ar~ an origiml and fOUf

copies oCtile Reply CQIDIJl;OO o!Hearst-ArJYle Swions, Inc. in the .bov~lptiollect Coeket.

If any quationa mould vi.. duriaa the cou:se of your consideration of this malter. it is
r".p~l)' rcquatcd that )'eu tommwrieate with Ihe UJldmilDed.

Sincerely.

l"\l1I~1U:D CE. McLBNDON,
LEONARD. L.L.P.

1.
• uW to HNZSl-A&1YJt Stations, Inc.
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8efontbe
Federal ComDigaieaUoe, CoauniNiol

Wa,lWagtoD,O.C. %05$4

In the Matter of )
)

Amadment ofStC1ion 73.606(b). )
Table ofAllotments, )
TV Broadc;_ Stltions. )
(North Pole and Plattsbuqh. New York) )

)
Amendment ofSection 73.622(b}t )
DTV Table ofAllocmerus, )
DTV Bro&dcur StatiQal, )
(North Polo aad Plattsburp, New York) )

To~ Chief. AUoca~ Bure&ll
Policy" Rul.. Divilion
Mass M~4i. Bureau

MM Dodt~c No. 99·238
RM·9669

REfLY COMMENTS 0'
IlEARST..ARGYLE ST4UONS, INC.

H.rsh~rgylc: Stations. Iu~ .• licensee of Television Station WPTZ(TV) and WPTZ·DT.

North PQlc:, New York. ("Hearst-Argyle" or "WPTZ") hereby leplics to the oomments of Mt.

Mamfi,ld Televilion. Inc" licensee ofWCAX·TV, BurliDltOD VenuQnt ("WCAX'l

WPTZ is an NBC afiUjate operatm, on Charme15. The station went on the air101954 and.

since that time, hn been providm, Jervi~. to the public in the AdirorKladclLake Champlam repoD

o(upa&atc New York ad Vermont &om maiD studios located in PlatnOul'gh, New York. \\'fTZ is

located in the Burlini!ol1, Vermont~Ptattsburgb, NeW' Ywk DMAt "'hidl is raaked number 91 by
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Nielxn. ' There are 17 counties ill th; DMA - tlve. in N~' York, 12 in Vermont and two in New

However, in 1998 Hcarst.ArI)'1e acquired WPTZ and the competitive climltc in the mark", hu, not

surpn15in,ly, belWl to clw1se.' WCAXhas COIajed in.Clmpaiga oftnisinformation to SUQUI to

local residenu ill Plattsburgh that they an about to lose service !tom wPTZ. ~otbi.llg could be

fw1her from the truth. AmazinSly, WCAX hu even 5ugge5tcd to local publil; officials inPlattsburgh

that jf'WPTZ were to place its etilital transmitter atop Mt. Mansfield (which is located in V'mJClnt).

WPTZ'. commitm.nt to serve Plattstnqh and()thu«Iuununitia in New York would somehowbc

lessened.· This is speciOWi, competitive ,amesmanship. WPTZ', studios have been located in

PI"tt.burgh for QV':l40 years and the 8tarion will continue to be so located l"CsardJasofthe OlJtcoomf

of this proceeding. This proceedinl is not about possible DTV ttransmittcr sitci.

WPTZ filed the iDsrant petition for one simple reason. Pr=s=1t1y, the 3tation is required to

use ·Wol1h Pole" as the first eomm\U1ity listed in its top-or~the-hotlr station identification required

by Section 73.120J c::fthe rules. This~t seemed anachronistic to Hearst-Argyle since, U

the Commission rightly noted in the N()nct o!PrQpoI,dRuI,MakJng(DA 99.113') (released~July

t 1999 T,/,..,i.JioI2 ci Cabl, Ftlc,boo/c, p. A·767 (excerpts attlChed IS Exhibit A).

2 The counti. are: Franklin, Clinton and .BaIex in New YOlk and Orancllllc, Fruklm,
Orlesn.s, Essex, Cale4oai.. lamoni, ChiU'aJdea, WuJrin:ton, Addison. Otan3e. Windler and
Rutl8tlC1 in Vermont, and Gra&11 and Su11iVll1 in New Halnpshire. !xurpts from the J999
TeJevi~w1t d: QIbl, Factbook COD~ed in Bxhibit A d~i~ the DMt\ and the Or.A and Grade
B servic.s contOUll otWPTZ 1114 WCAX.

1In the Febnlmy and July 1999ntinp books, WPTZ either but or tied WCAX in audience
&hare durin, certain )o(al new~tl. Additional competition bu, ofCOUJSe. also MClIl supplied in
recent yqrs by IdditioaaI stations o1fering Fox, WB aDd UPN p1Oarammin,:

• WCAX has even cncourapd PlWbWlh area residents to wnw the FCC $0 as DOt to lose
their Krvice fiom WPTZ ifWPTZ's city of liOCDSI i. changed to PJattstnqh!

-2-
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Z. 1999) rNPRM") North Pole hIS a population of some 7{) persOlU and is DOt mucb more tban a

amaU, hoJida) !1o\lelty villqc. NPRM. 15. Given that WPTZ'lJ main studios UV8 Ionsbea locat~

in P18nsburgh.. it made seIliO tQ Htanlt-ATiY1e to have its commur.ityof1kenJc square with iu JWUll

INdlo liJOation. From a pUbii~ interest stmdpoint, WPTZ devotee attc::r.tlon to news &lld issues of

concern f'ac:ina ti\e re.idem! of Platbbw-gh, ~orth Pole and the SW1'QUDdini AdirondaclWLlJce

Champlain region. Itmust be noted, however, that there is a lot less to CQver from anews and public

iS5'lee standpoict in NortnPot.than Ihere iI in Plattsburgh. As the Commi,'ionha3 observed. North

Pol, hal no schools. Iibra.,." community organizations or sienificant local businesses. NP~ 13.

The thrU3t o!WCAX'. comments is that, by changing WPTZ's cit) ofli~ from North

Pole to Platuburgh. the residents of Lake Placid and SIl"lII1IC Lab will somehow be denied the

abihty to reeeive a si~u.l from WPTZ·DT's .. yet unconstruc;ted DTY facilities. WCAX,

Comments, p. 11. WCAX's comments are prem.;seci on the notion thaC Lake Placid and Saranac

Lake presently t~ive principal CoOlr.munity CQVefq" service fTom WPTZ. M the cngineerinl

statmlePl of WPTZ's consulting cccinCCl'. Bmurd R. StgaI, P.E., Idtachtd u !xlu"bit B.

demoQltrltc, WCAX's U'JUment is a Glass~ "red.hening" foUDded. upon a talse premisc.' P'int,.

Placid Of Saranac Lake.t Ofcourse, it i, true that resident5 ofLake Placid and SataDac Lake receive

WPTZ', .icna1 becl\1l. thl:' station placa a Grade A( aM, thus. also a Grade B) level signal over

, thc5c communitiell.' Second, WPTZ is not 1i(:eQI~ to Lak~ Platid or Saranac Lab. It i.licensed

$ Setal. Enlineering Statement, pp. 2-5.

5 ld.

1 W'PTZ pllCCll Grade B signal over all ofFIlIIlk.!in, E'," aad Clinton counties in New
York. See Exhibit A.
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to North Pole. The il$UC: to 'of decided is whether the allotment of NTSC Channel 5 and DTV

ChlUUXJ 14 to Nonh Pole is more prefertblo than their propo5od allotment to Plattsburp.

A. Plattibarllllls PlaiDI)'" Preterable To Nortb Pol. Vader T"e CORlIlliSdou'1
TV Allot"". Priltid••

Heant-ArJyl.'s proposal to cnange the <lity of license of WPTZ trom Norm Poll: to

Plattsbucsh, New York is conlpeJ1~ by • eompuilon of the facts with the .1I0tmc1t prioriti~

employed by the Comminion. WCAX would, Cor «lmpctitive reuonl, like te viaw the 1loIorlci as it

Vol" in the 19S0'1, but many U1arkotplacof~tJ m4 interY(ni'ttgchai1gcs inCorwnilSionpclicymake

plAin that PJattiburgh is superior EQ North Pole from a public irltenlst staDdpomt.

In order to dettm1ine where the public intlSt'Cst lies,. the Commission millt consider the

fQUOWU11 allotmOUl prioriciel:

(~) provicie at le.c one televisionseMee to all parts of the United States;

(2) provide each community with a11eut one televifioll broadc:~ station;

(3) provick a choiet ofat least two televisioll servicel to aU pam ofthe Unite4

Stales;

(4) provide l:8Ch conUJumity with at least two television broadcast st4tio~;~

(S) as.ip all)' rmuin!n& ch&DDel$ Co communitia baaed on population,

ceop-aphie location, and tbe numbtr of telaYision Ml'Vicu available to the

·4·
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The only upect of the allotment priorities implicaled hera i' priority (5) IbQve. Because

WPTZ has no tntention of relocating its NTSC transmitter from Mt Tenoy, then are no sip&!

CC)veraae iQ\Iel5. WPTZ', signal will remain as it has sio~e 1954. SQ, too, the station's m&iJl studio

will continue to remain in Plattsburp. Sh;ce WCAX ha=J raised the isJUe, it is wortb notir:r that

Mither Lake Placid, Saranac LIke. nor North Pole n large, burgeoning c;ommur.ities. Indeed, the

1950 population ofLakc Placid was 2.999; it bout~ only 2,500 residmtl in 1990; it ill estimated

to hive only 2,362 residents today.9 SUarllC Lake's story is ,ilnillr. Its t990 populaticm wu 5,377;

it is estimated 10 have only 5,114 residents lo4a)'.'o

WCAX ~OfttmdlJ that W'PTZ', chaDnel was actUally&llotted to the Tri·Lake. Region. but the

Report andOrd6,.ofSept~mba" ll, 1952, plueked from the National Arebiva says DO ISllCh Ihing. 11

W'hatcver WPTZ's precl~uon 01' others ma)' have ,aid to tho Commimon in aljumem, !he

Commission allotted the elwmel to Lake P1Icid." tJItimately. through the operation ofthe old "15

mile ntle," the station was construeteclm 1954 WJth its Clty ofliccaae as North Polr; and its~a

in Platteburgb. Thul, WCAX's historical recitation. while interestinl l~na. is al50 ]qely

• Sor~: U.S. CenJwl BunB14 ~ttp:llwww.CCDIUI.&owlpopulationl.imatealmetro.
city/8CtllSC98T_NY·otttxt>

II) If'l.

I! Reporl aM Ord(Jrln DoeketNo. 10562t released: SepbmlbeT 11.1953, copy in WCAX
Cornm~ Exhibit 1.

IZ Much of WCAX'. arpment is ~tcd to a claim thal North Pole it somehow "mQ~

eOlmKted" to Lake Placid and Sarmac Lake IbID to Plattaburgh. WCAX. Comm.... pp. 2-12.
This is an effOrt to l'Ditdi:ect the foclll oftbc Commission's attention as weD. Plattsburlh" the
laraO$! community in Essex, PrWlm and Clinton counties. It ha.' no ~mnaerci" £elMlion station
aBottoc! to It. 'The issue is whether the Commiuicn', e110trneut prioritiea would be~et HrVed by
allottinl the frequen.;iea at inlJe to P!attfburp tather tban Nonb Pole. As demODlU'ate<l above,
North Pclo is not & ~rnmunity for SccCiQn 307(b) PlJIPOset.

·5.
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irrelevant As noted, WPTZ doe. not plan to relocate its NTSC tnn:unitte:. SO, DO one in Lake

Placid, SUaDBC Lake, North Pole or Plattsburgh is going to 1O$C ':1)' television reception service they

pr"'lcntlyp~.

It must also be noted that in 1990 the Commission amended the TV Tabl~ ofAllotmODtJ Co

malte cle. thiltChlDnel ~ was allotted to North Polo, New York- not to Lake P1acid or, as WCAX

WOUld have it, "the Tri-Ukq Region."u T,levision stations are inteade4 to serve awide area and

'WPTZ does. VlPTZ pure an ~lOellent ,iiftaJ U1to Eas¢'( County and is carritel by cable operators

thCR as well. In me future. it i. reasonable to Iltpect mat WPTZ'$ signal will be ~arricd on & "local

into local" basis by satc:Uite providal.

Interestingly, WCJV( fails to mCDti.ol1 that Lab P1Kid a1rady has a television cbanne!

allotted to it 14 Chalme134, anon-commercial alJotmcm. hu been available at LabPlacid fot some

time. Currently, there is no station operati"8 on the chenel. Suanae Lalce abo baa a television

ehann~l.l1otted to it as W4:U." Cbannel61. a commercial alkltmeru, baab~ available at SaranII':

Lab since 1987. Presently, no one it Oper.ltiq on thia cbanDel either. Ob\l:ioollJy, ifWCAX or

111)'ono ,b. wisheet to operate statiON on these ebannels, the freq~i~ ace: lhere for the asking.

The fact ii, of COline, thai one would bave to serve more than just these small resoI1$ to offer a

viable. wide area television serv.«.

By ~baDaJ.na WPTZ', city oflicenso from North Pole to PJaulbW'ih, the Commillion wilt

be mullling allot:J1Ulqt priority DUmber ,. PJattsbugh, dlouih it possesSh a non-e:o~ia1

I~ Source: "1M1UIm.", oftil. Rilla RepnJi", M~iJiClJlt:m0/PM (Ina TVAuthorizations
t~ SpecifJ' A New eo."."..."il)' ()j'Lice~~,6811R.2d 644, 6'. (1m).

'4 ,(;, 47 C,P.1t , 73.606(b).

l) III
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,Jlotment, is me lat&est community ill the three New York cOlmties - CliDton. SlRX and FrankJil'l

- within the Burlinaton.Pla~burgb DMA. Plattsbwgn bq i current population of 18,678, it is the

coun:y seatorChnton COW'\(Y, and jg the etoH${ cit) oran)' sigPificll:1t .iu loeatod D.ar North Pole.

Lake Placid or Sar&I1IIC Lake-Ii Prom a public iaterest standpoint. Platbbwp is durly in geaIC'

need ofa fUilloca1 commereil1 television lrWmissian ,ervice thaD is North Pole. Indeed. WCAX

hl$l;Onceded this pouu, noting that North Pole is "in essence, a holiday novelty vilJlle. ll WCAX

(;Qmments, p. 7.

It mUlt be noted that. in Qrder to ehaqe: eommunity ofliCG1sc U WPTZ bas requested. the

Commissi.:lD must be convinced ofthree thiJlp. First, the proposal must be mutually cltClusivewilh

the: cB<i&tiag allotment. That requirement is satimed here. Second.~ 1l1gtmmtto Plattiblqh must

better serve the Comnussioo', &llotmem priorities than the allotment to North Pole. This is true

b4tCilUSe North Pole bas plainly lost whate",r indicia ofcOlUlwity status it may ever have had for

Section 307(b) P\ltpOMS. North Pole: simply OlnOQI meuUfe up to Plattsburp as a commUDity.

FmaJly, the ehll1iewill not deprive I community oCits soleexi,tinabroadeast ltation because North

PoJe is nQ jOllier a "commwUty" within the meaninl ofSection ~01(b) of tho Act. Nor, it should

be noted, will North Pole: ulose" Ulytbin, m any event: WPTZ's studios have been louted in

!lIS satislied \be dictate' of Section 1.420(1) Qf the Rwes and the Cot1U1Ussion's cleeiliQQ& in

Ammd".,nt o!Co,lflmUS'lrm RuJf$RqardfJIgModtjiCQticn 01FMand TYAlUMruatloru It) Spedfy

" N.w Commwli!)' ofLiceru.) 4 FCC Red. 4870 (1959), ,'co", gtlJnrBd In part) 5 FCC Red 7094

(1990). The fact is, as the statrcorrectl)' noted ill the Notia o!Proposed Rule Making. North Pole

16 $eel].S. CenslllBUltau "mDOre 7Juprq~ 1999RiPd McN,UyRoadAtlAt, p. 70.
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i$ not a "commlmity" for Seetion 307(b) P'Jl'IX*I. Norm Pole plaillly does nol possess the

nt«5S&ry indi~ii of community statUI. ErIC', Platbburp is the prefcmd choice COf Clwu1el S.

WCAX half..b.eattedly sugesu inafootnvte that: "Ifthe Commiaion3houid conclude tbat

North Pole: is not a commwlity fOf aJlotment pUJpOlCS, it should order WPTZ to show cause why its

liCerlSf ShOilld not be modified to specify LakeP}.cid or Sa:ar.ae Lake as i~ ~onunwity oflicense."

WCAX, Comments, p. 7, no 21. WCAX otTers no supportina fact, or lIJW'1lent in support of Lalce

Placid orSllIftac Uk.as proposedII1temat;.ves. As previously oo1ed. Lake Placid and Sar.ma, Lake

oaeh haVet television chanDeb allotted to them which are lyinS (allow, Currat populatiQn.fipres

for these eommunities are u follows:

PlaUsblB'¥h 18,678
SII'IDIC LIke 5, i 14
LIke PlIcid 2,362

Sowcc: U.S. Casu Bveau
<bUpjllscg,u•.•o\llpopuJat19n1estilDat'l/ml~
ci1)'/$~WJc98'·NY·DR..txt>

The combined populatiON of Saru.c LIke ad Like Platrid are DOt even equal to one·ha1f th.

PQpulation QfPlactsburp Thus, fi'om a 307(b) penpetti~. Pl&ttlburlh is ~1.ar1y the preferable

community. Fi~ly. it must be noted tb&t there is .lCrioua question u towh~ Svanac: Lake aDd

LakePl"id ue "colmJwUtie."within the meanina ofSection 307(b) from. cliJi1al teltvision point

ofvic"N. 1l11S$uing the new DTV Table of AllotmlDtllDQ pRpuina for In advUlced television

service in the new millerlllilUtl. the Commission did :lot make aD a11o~Q1eI1t ofa disital cbw1el to

either Lake PlacidofSumac Lake. &e 47 C.F.R. §73.622. The fact is that, altho. they are more

PQPulQUJ tbln North Pole, thOR resort villlpf arc not and abou1ci not be troItecI u "tommUDities"

within the mwuol ofSection. 307(1))ofthe COl.lUJlunication, Act for ttttvision allotmentpurposes.
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They will c:ontil:lue to receive teI.vision semc;, &om stabOll8 such as WPTZ &Del WCAX which

$elYe a wide Itta.

B. WPTZ WiD CO.dIlUI To SW'VI Lake Plaoicl, Saralile lAke Aad
Of- rem.'.MIIbllCUll! After lb.PI.'TnuIllM

WCAX useru tbat ifWPTZ COI1S1nICC.t its C1igital ttlevi.icn lIIDmUssion facilities atop Mt.

Mansfield. it will !iiI to provide .em" to Lake PlacidlDd Sanuc Lake. WPTZ does desire to

loealc itt DTV hcilitie, atop Mt. Mansfield.·? Heam·ArJylc is workiag With the Mt MmsfieJd

Colcx:atioD Associatioll to aehieve thisobjective. BIU itis far from a forgone conelusion that Heant-

Algyl. wjll be able to achieve this l0al. Indeed, it sean! plain fiOrD the film, of its c:ommr.nts in

this proeeedizallDd other actions that WCAX intcds to do all it CaD tok~WlTZ from louting

ita DTV realities on Me. Mma!t1d. H~·ArlYl. believes that the co-1O'ation ofas many DTV

statiOJ1S in the market as possible Oil top of Mt. Mtmtie!d 'Will bitt serve t11e public intcRat. If

He.anrt.Argyl, should. in fKt, locate its DTV flltili ties onMt. Mansfield, it will have every iDcenrive

to ensure that ita PTV ,ignal a41qQately ~ven Lak. Placid and Saranae Lake. SiSex County is &

;1 WCAX~I comments, vieweclu. theirprop«' CODtext, arec1early those ota compeeitol'who
reaJi2C$ that Itt lotti-heldugDl! co.......... MVIDtq. IO'WiDI &om ib tnrum_1ocatiou atop Mt.
MaJI.neld ia about to be loll. Just II the I4vent of cable teleYision tended to bl a "competitive
equa.!izerM !of UHF statioas, lb. advent of DTV wil). not .urprisiq1y~ fUrtbcr ltv,J lbc tKilities
playillg field betw«ncompmtcm inmany mart... dvoUsholJt the United Stata. Thia 1510 '*al&Se
of the <!aire of stat, anclloeal,ovtmmcntllO He~ &me! conunoD~er OOD1JJ'!uniCllions
facUiti. ~Jocatod on CODunon toW..w~erpodl.. WCAX bII battlect for yem to keep
otberbrDadc:asten&om trIDIQIittialatopMt. Mansfield. But.WCAX', obstr1JCliol1i8& tIel}ca CIMDt
be a!lowecl1g prevail UlJ'lonpr. PubliC ofB~ials aDdbro~s bave recognized the beuefi18 to
tho public "'hiob will Bow tom aI10wina tolMlion stations in tM BurlbtgtoD·Plattsburp. market
to loc:at~ theirOTVtrlnsRUt1en en top otMt. Manafteld. TheMt. Mansfield Co1ocatiQU.....OCiatiOD
ishard at work =deavonng to eoameera pl. that would al1o\If !orweb eomrDOD faciliutl. WPTZ
and WCAX are bo1h du..payiDc memb«l oftblt1l'01Jp. Obviously,. cownon DTV mteDD& site
makes sense for raideDtI of both New York II1d VonnOllt who will not Ilave to rt-Qrilmt £hllir
antennas towndifferent tnoIminwlooatioDlwhenehansin,d1anne1s. TheenvilolU1\el1talbcncSl$
ofQO·location are obvious as well.
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significant cOWlty in WPTZ's DMA. ID the event WPTZ'. ac.tual DTV iiBnal were to be incapable

ofrelia~l. rec:eption ia &&ex County, Hearst,ArlYle will take IPF'Opria1e action to rec:tify Iny such

problem." Hearst-Argyle is allO CiOnfldent, liveu WCAX'a; I;OQctrn about thea4equaey ofWPTZ·

Of's as yet unbuilt ON facilities, that it can count on WCAX to support any power increase

appJi~alior.. or nlle waiven that miaht be required to ensure that WPTZ-OT's sipal is M.)Cullent

one." The (act j, that WCA:X's UleI'tiOns ~lardiaI the locltio:n and na.turt of WPTZ·DT's

l~hnical facilities are little more than speculation lIlel soumise.1O

Prom a public: inta'eSt penpective, PI.Usb. is ~1",,1y preferential to North Pole (or any

other New York comnumity in tbe Burlington-Plattsburp DMA) for UlIulipment of NTSC

ClWmel S and DTV ChaDnel 14. North Pol, is plaizlly not I '·communitY' witbia thl' tn_ttl of

Section 307(b) of the Act.

II Such KtiOfU coul4 melude COMt1'UCIiuI i translaor station.

19 Thae are I ewple ether specious ad prtmltU1l ttdmiw arpmcntl raised by WeAX
rcgard.ini Canldian 111I4 mobil, interfveDCe and LPTV ltations that merit DO respo1Ue otl1cr than
thaa noted by WPTZ's~n. eonauJlant Benwcl Segal ill his~ .tatecneftt at p. 6.

~ lJlotdertoopcnt.eeoopentiveJybmatopMt.M.....fi~lcl, WPTZ-DTmaynec:dtooperate
from a DTV channel ocher than 14 or with • trI.11Jmi'cter power ....01' thin that employed by
WCAX. Theae ate, ofco~mattm for &DOtber day and are mleva' to this proceadinS.
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Bernard R, Sqal, P.E.
Co!Uultin& EnPneer

W••hin&ton, DC

ENGINEERING STATEMENT
PREPARED ON BEHALF OF

HEARST-ARGYLE STATIONS, INC.
STATIQNWPTZ

NORTH POLE, l\'EW YORK

The instant Engineering Statement has been prepared on behalf of

Hearst-Argyle Stations, Inc. (hereafter, Hearst-Argyle) licensee of station WPTZ,

North Pole, New York. This statement supports a reply to the c..'Omments of

Mt Ma.nsfield Television, Inc. (1\1t. Mansfield) in opposition to the Hearst-Argyle

petition in MM Docket Number 99-238, RM-9669, to amend the Table of

Allotments, Section 73.607(b) and DTV Table of Allotments, Section 73.622(b)

to specifY Plattsburgh instead of North Pole as the city of license for WPTZ.

The essence of the Mt. Mansfield opposition is that if the city of license

change is permitted for WPTZ. the station's obligation to provide Lake Placid

with "principal communit;->' coverage would disappear. Also, since it is

Hearst-Argyle's intent to locate the WPTZ-DT facility at Mt. Mansfield,

inadequate signal strength would result in Lake Placid and Saranac Lake to

permit satisfactory DTV reception. Exhibit 4 in the Mt. Mansfield opposition is

the "Statement of Hammett & Edison, Inc., Consulting Engineers) which

provides the technieal support for the stated arguments.
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BernArd R. Secal, P.E.
CoolUltin!: Ellpneer

Washin&ton, DC

Engineerin~§tatement
Station WPTZ I North Pole, New York

Page 2

The undersigned does not refute the results of the studies made, nor

the conelusion..c;; reached. However~ the premise that Lake Placid and Saranac

Lake currently receive "principal community" coverage is clearly incorrect, and

that the assertion stemming therefrom that those communities must continue

to l'eceive principal CQmmunity service. is a false notion.

Flgure 1 is a m&.p which shows the 74 dBu, principal community

service contour tor WPTZ for its present operation from Mt. Terry' using the FCC

predIction methodology and the same coverage prediction using the Longley-Rioe

methodology, version 1.2.2,1 as implem€nred by EDX Engineering, Inc.. The

FCC prediction is for 50% location and time variables and the Longley-Rice

prediction is for the same variables with a 50% confidence factor.

The Longley-Rice calculations were based on 1 km terrain sample

increments using the NGDe 30-second terrain elevation database information.

The map of Figure 1 indicates that, based on the FCC prediction methodology,

1 This is the same model employed by the FCC in the DTV rulemaking proceedini'.
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Engineering Statement
Station WPTZ, North Pole, New York

Page 3

Lake Placld, but not Saranac Lake, :is included within the principal community,

74 dBu contour!·

By using the more sophisticated Longley~Riceprediction methodology

which is part of the TIREM (terrain integrated rough earth model) that was

employed by Hammet & Edison, Inc., it is clear that Lake Placid (and Saranac

Lake) do not have available signal strength exceeding 74 dBu from WPTZ.

As a cross·check regarding Signal strength availability in Lake Placid,

a point-to·point calculation was performed from WPTZ to a site centrally located

in Lake Placid, The terrain profile radial is depicted in Figure 3. The terrain

profile is provided in Figure 2. The propagation model used for Figure 2 was

free space as adjusted for reflections plus multiple diffractions (RMD). The

adjustments for multiple difiractions, according to EDX Engineering, Inc., is the

methodology described in NBS Technical Note 101 which was authored by Alice

Z The propagation curves now employed are not the same as were employed in 1904, the
year Mt. Mansfield recites for the North Pole, Ch. 5, iltlplementation. A 74 dBu contour
based on the propaption curves used in 1954 would have shown both
Lake Placid and Saranac Lake included therein.
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Engineerin{tStatement
Station WPTZ, North Pole, New York

Page 4

Longley, Phillip Rice and others. The calculation procedures later became

known as the Longley-Rice methodology. For paths, such as in Figure 2. where

tenain obstacles are high enough that no 0.6 Fresnel zone clearance occurs, the

total path loss is calculated by using the Epstein-Peterson approach for

combining the diffraction losses due to suceessiv~ terrain obstacles.

'Terrain sample increments for the profile of Figure 2 are 0.1 km using

the USGS a-second terrain elevation database. Since free-space calculations are

for isotropic antennas, a 2.15 dB factor was used to convert effective radiated

power relative to a dipole to effective radiated power relative to an isotropic

antenna. A receiving antenna gain of 4 dB relative t.o a dipole (6.15 dB relative

to an isotropic antenna) and a line loss of 1 dB were employed to reflect the

same planning factors for low VHF channels as were employed by the FCC in

OET Bulletin Number 69. The calculated received signal level of -54.56 dBm,

indicated on Figure 2, converts to a signal strength level of 58.5 dBu at the

Ch. 5 frequency of 79 MHz. Had the FCC conversion factor of 111.8 dB, based

on a midband frequency of 69 MHz, been employed, the signal strength would

have converted to 57.2 dBu. In either case, the predicted signal strength is well
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Engineering Statement
Station WPTZ, North Pole, New York Page 5

below the principal community level of 74 dBu. The point-to-point calculation

tends to corroborate the Longley-Rice prediction.

In summary. Lake Placid has never received principal community

service from WPTZ, and the argument made by Mt. Mansfield that residents of

Lake Placid have a historic right to l'eceive pnncipal community coverage, is not

well founded.

As demonstrated by the calculation results, residents of Lake Placid

are capable of receiving WPrZ with signal strength better than Grade B but less

than principal community grade. Hearst-Argyle recognizes the need to preserve

coverage for Lake Placid residents if it should succeed in moving to

Mt. Mansfield for its DTV operation and satisfactory reception in Lake Placid

does not occur. The undersigned has been advised that Hearst-Argyle will

submii an application to the FCC for the installation of a translator to serve the

community in that event. A quick review ofthe UHF spectrum reveals several

channels that may be available for translator use at Lake Placid.
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Engineering Statement
Station WPTZ, North Pole, New York Page 6

Various study results are included in the Hammett & Edison, Inc.

Statement concerning population gains and losses for WF'I'Z-DT for a presumed

operation from Mt. Mansfield compared with operation from

Mt. Terry. Also, two additional items related to a prospective WPTZ·DT

relocation to Mt. Mansfield were mentioned; one relates to possible increased

interference to two LPTV stations, WI4AH, Binghamton and WIGAL,

Burlington, and the other, to possible increased mterfarence to Canadian land

mobile facilities operating adjacent to Ch. 14.

These are Bpe~ous issues. No proposal to loc'ate WPTZ-DT to

Mt. Mansfield is pending. When such a proposal is submitted, any issues

deemed worthy of consideration by the FCC will no doubt be raised at that time.

Also, any such proposal Jnust, by trea~', be submitted to Canada for review. If

Canada perceives a problem related to land mobile interference, it will have an

opportunity to raise an objection.
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I declare ·.;mder penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and

correct. Executed on September 3, 1999.

Bernard R. Segal, P.E.
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rLflJ1flnJ I I

20 0 20 40

Bernard R. Segal, P .E.
Consulting En"'eer

SEPTe4BER 1999
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ELEVATIONS IN METHlS

---------------------- ---------
PropagatIon mOClel: Free space. RiolO
Time: 50.0~ Lac 50.00% Margi~: .0 dB
Climate: Continental Temperate
Gndcvr: None
Atm. factor: None
K Factors 1.333
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DISTANCE (I~m)

30 35 .40

1.00 dB
.00 dB

6.15 dB

Receiver SIte: b2
Name: LAKE PLACIO
~ 44 17 B.OO ~ 73 5g 13.00
Site Elevation: ~58.3 m
Antenna height: 9.1 m
Pointing aZi~utn: 31.605 degs

TransMitter' Site: bi Path: bt-b2
Name: ~T TERRy freQuency: ]9.0000MH2
N ~4 34 26.00 W 73 4029.00 Polarization: Horizonlal
Site Elevation: 576.0 m Length: ..1.0.52 kill
Antenna neJgl"lt: ,342.0 m NullltJer of obstacles' 2
Pointing 1lzimuth: 217 .S23 degs EKcess path loss: 33.3 dB
Tran5lllitter power: 38.430Bm Path loss for stats.: 135.9 <Ja
Line loss: 1. 43 clB Line loss:
Other losses: .00 d8 Other losses·
Ant!!fma gain: 39.15 dB Antenna gain:
Ant fi 1e: none Ant. file; none
Tranc:;mittp.r__ER.~·~.__{§.15 DBm j:lcVd signal level: -54.56 d81n

Bernard R. Segal, P.E.
Consulting Engineer

SEPTEMBER 1999

TERRAIN PROFILE
WPTZ, MT TERRY to LAKE PLACID
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tertii"" of Suyke

ltlJ 033
'410/ ..... J

1. Kalen W S~bert. certify that I copy of the foreaoiac Reply Commects ofHClltSt~

Argyle Stations, Inc. wm .erve4 Qy first--clus mail. postqe prepaid upon the follcwUll:

I. Roger Wallaberl
Joel Rosenbloom
William R. Ri~hirdaoo, Jr.
Michael A. McKenzie
2445 M. Street, N.W.
WuhiIllton. DC 20037·1420
Counsel for Mt. Mansfield Television. Inc.

Letlie F. ShapUo
Mass Media Bureau
Fccbal CoauuUDieatiODI Commission
445 12th Stn:ct. SoW., TWA32S
Wubinston. DC 20004

This 7.... day ofSepte:mber, 1999.

'-7C ,L c4~c
'~:::""':''---=.....c~:;...:.. _



BROOKS PIERCE

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify that I have this the ?t\~ay of June, 2000, served a copy of the foregoing
REPLY OF HEARST-ARGYLE STATiGNS, INC. TO SUPPLEMENT COMMENTS OF
MT. MA.~SFIELDTELEVISION~INC. upon the pa.'1ies in this action by depositing a copy of
the same m the United States m'lll in a postpaid envelope addressed as follows:

Chief Allocations Branch
Policy & Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Comroission
445 12rll St., SW
Washingtor., DC 20554

William R. Richardson, Jr.
\\filmer, Cutler & Pickering
2445 M St, N\V
Washington, DC 20037


